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Fiihrer would dictate to the others, while these, if they
were able to defend the linguistic freedom of their
followers, would have denied them any personal
freedom. It is difficult to see why minorities should
have tights as organic groups, if the rights of their
individual members perish en route. And if it were to
be organized in such groups, so that the French-
speaking population of Berne or the Italian-speaking
population of Zurich ceased to regard themselves as
fellow-citizens of the canton with the German-
speaking majority, Switzerland would inevitably be
destroyed.
The relationship between Germans and German-
speaking Swiss has long been complicated and per-
plexing; and since the German-speaking Swiss made,
and even to-day make Switzerland, this relationship
has meant nearly the same thing as that between
Germany, whatever its form at the time, and Switzer-
land.   Inevitably the German nationalism aroused by
Napoleon at the beginning of the nineteenth century
claimed to embrace Switzerland, too, in the Greater
Germany of the future; at that time, after all, Arndt
had put all the emphasis of nationalism not upon race
but upon language, and a Prussian diplomat in Berne
in 1819 referred to the mountains of Switzerland as the
eternal walls of Germany,   In 1841 an article called
"Germany and Switzerland" appeared in the eminent
review, the Deutsche Vierteljahnschrift;  it expressed
the views of enthusiastic German patriots at the time
and was generously reprinted and quoted.  According
to its author, Switzerland must return to its parent
Germany, for it could not develop a nationality of its
own from its clashing German and Latin elements.